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extend the Constitution over them, and still more, by
throwing the Constitution into the gutter here at home.
If you take away the Constitution, what is American
liberty and all the rest? Nothing but a lot of phrases.
Some will answer me that they do not intend to adopt
any Spanish colonial system; that they intend to imitate
the modern English policy with respect to colonies.
The proudest fact in the history of England is that, since
the Napoleonic wars, she has steadily corrected abuses,
amended her institutions, redressed grievances, and so
has made her recent history a story of amelioration of all
her institutions, social, political, and civil. To do this
she has had to overcome old traditions, established cus-
toms, vested rights, and all the other obstacles which
retard or prevent social improvement. The consequence
is that the traditions of her public service, in all its
branches, have been purified, and that a body of men
has grown up who have a noble spirit, high motives,
honorable methods, and excellent standards. At the
same time the policy of the country has been steadily
growing more and more enlightened in regard to all the
great interests of society. These triumphs of peace are
far greater than any triumphs of war. It takes more
national grit to correct abuses than to win battles. Eng-
land has shown herself very willing indeed to learn from
us whatever we could teach, and we might learn a great
deal from her on matters far more important than colonial
policy. Her reform of her colonial policy is only a part,
and perhaps a consequence, of the improvements made
elsewhere in her political system.
We have had some experience this last summer in the
attempt to improvise an army. We may be very sure
that it is equally impossible to improvise a colonial sys-
tem. The present English colonial system is aristocratic.